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to St, Louis once and had a vague general knowl-
edge of Its wonders, hut the day of their j'lory
was over now. They lapsed into a humhle, silence*
and learned to disappear when the ruthless *Vubn~
engineer approached- This fellow had money, too,
and hair-oil. Also an ignorant silver watch and
<i showy brass watch-chain, lie wore a leather
belt and used no suspenders. If ever a youth was
cordially admired and hated by his comrades, this
one was. No girl could withstand his charms.
He. "cut out" every hoy in the village- When his
boat blew up at last, it diffused a tranquil con-
tentment among us such as we had not known
for months. But when he. came home the next
week, alive, renowned, and appeared in church
all battered up and bandaged, a shining hero,
stared at and wondered over by everybody, it
seemed to us that the partiality of Providence for
an undeserving reptile had reached a point where
it was open to criticism.

This creature's career could produce but one
result, and it speedily followed. Hoy after boy
managed to get on the river. The* minister's son
became an engineer. The doctor's :wd the poM
master's sons became "mud clerks"; the whole-
sale liquor dealer's son became a barkeeper on a
boat; four sons of the chief merchant, and two
sons of the county judge, became pilots. Pilot was
the grandest position of all. The pilot, even in
those days of trivial wages, had a princely salary